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Government of Karnataka 
Forest Department 

Recruitment Examination (Main) for Range Forest Officers Training Course-2007 

03 November-2007 

Compulsory Paper : ENGLISH  

Max, Marks: 100        Time : 3 Hours 

All Sections are Compulsory 

Section A – Comprehension  and written ability 

I.  Write an essay of about 500 words on any of the following topics   (25 marks) 

a) Changing status of Women in India. 

b) Environmental degradation. 

c) Problem of Population Explosion. 

d) Is life for us better than it was for our forefathers? 

e) The impact of globalization on developing countries. 

f) Science is a friend of man and not a foe. 

 

II. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow;   (10 marks) 
 

Radically changing monsoon patterns, reduction in the winter rice harvest and quantum 

increase in respiratory diseases are all part of the environmental doomsday scenario which is 

reportedly playing out in South Asia.  According to United Nations Environment Programme 

report, deadly three-Km deep blanket of pollution comprising a fearsome cocktail of ash, acids, 

aerosols and other particles has enveloped this region.  For India, already struggling to cope with 

a drought, the implications of this are devastating and further crop failure will amount to a life 

and death question for many Indians.  The increase in premature deaths will have adverse social 

and economic consequences and a rise in morbidities will place an unbearable burden on our 

crumbling health system and there is no one to blame but ourselves.  Both official and corporate 

India have always been allergic to any mention of clean technology.  Most mechanical two-

wheelers roll of the assembly line without proper pollution control systems.   Little effort is 

made on R&D on simple technologies, which could make a vital difference to people’s lives and 

the environment. 
 

 However, while there is no denying that South Asia clean up its act, skeptics might 

question the timing of the haze report.  The Johannesburg meet on Rio+10 is just two weeks 

away and the stage is set for the usual battle between the developing world and the West, 

particulars the US President Mr. Bush who has adamantly refused to sign and protocol, which 

would mean a change in American Consumption.  UN environment report is likely to find a place 

in the US arsenal as it points an accusing finger on countries like India and China.  Yet the US can 
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hardly deny its own dubious role in the matter of erasing trading quotas.  Richer countries can 

simply buy up excess credits from poorer countries and continue to pollute.  Rather than try to 

get the better of developing countries, who undoubtedly have taken up environmental 

shortcuts in their bid to catch up with the west, the US should take a look at the environment 

profligacy, which is going on within.   From opening up virgin territories for oil exploration to 

relaxing the standards for drinking water, Mr. Bush’s policies are not exactly beneficial, not even 

to Americans.  We realize that all of us are together facing this menace and that pollution 

anywhere should be a global concern only to more tunnels at the end of the tunnel. 

Answer the following questions by choosing appropriate answer from among the choice given :  

           (1 mark each)  

1.  Both official and corporate India are allergic to. 

a)  Failure of Monsoon 

b) Poverty and inequality 

c) Slowdown in industrial production 

d) Mention of anti-pollution technology. 

e) Crop failure 

2. Which, according to the passage, is a life and death question to many Indians? 

a) Increase in respiratory diseases. 

b) Use of clean technology 

c) Thick blanket of pollution over the region 

d) Failure in crops 

e) Dwindling agricultural yield. 

3. If the rate of premature death increases it will 

a) Exert added burden on our crumbling economy. 

b) Have adverse social and economic consequences 

c) Make positive effect on our efforts to control population 

d) Have less job aspirants in the society 

e) Have healthy effect on our economy 

4. According to the passage, India cannot tolerate any further 

a) Crop failure 

b) Deterioration of health care system 

c) Increase in respiratory diseases 

d) Proliferation of nuclear devices 

e) Social and economic consequences 

5. According to the passage, two wheeler industry is not adequately concerned about. 

a) Passenger safety on the roads 

b) Life cover insurance of the vehicle owners 

c) Pollution control Systems in the vehicles 

d) Rising cost of the two-wheelers 

e) Rising cost of petrol in the country. 



3 
 

6. What could be the reason behind timing of the haze report just before the Johannesburg 

meet, as indicated in the passage? 

a)  United nations is working hand-in-glove with US 

b) Organizers of the forthcoming meet want to teach a lesson to the US. 

c) Drawing attentions of the world towards devastating effects of environmental 

degradation. 

d) US wants to use it as a handle against the developing countries in the forthcoming 

meet. 

e) The meet is a part of political agenda of the UN. 

7. Which of the following is the indication of environmental degradation in South Asia? 

a) Social and economic inequality 

b) Crumbling health care system 

c) Inadequate pollution control system 

d) Overemphasis in technology 

e) Radically changing monsoon pattern. 

8. What must we realize according to the passage? 

a) No country should show superiority over other countries 

b) UN is putting hard efforts in the direction of pollution control 

c) All countries must join hands in fighting pollution. 

d) Nobody should travel through tunnel to avoid health hazards. 

e) We all must strive hard to increase agricultural production. 

9. Which of the following finds place in the United National Environment Programme Report? 

a)  Changing monsoon patterns 

b) Substantial increase in respiratory diseases 

c) A serious cover of pollution over the region 

d) Reduction in winter rice harvest 

e) None of these. 

10. Which of the following statement is not true in the context of the passage? 

a) US environment report blamed countries like India and China 

b) Developing countries have taken environmental short cuts in their bid to catch up 

with west. 

c) US is also to be blamed for environmental degraded and pollution. 

d) Indians cannot afford to have any further crop failure. 

e) US has tightened safety stands for drinking water. 

f)  

III. Choose any one of the following topics and write a letter in about 200-250 words (10 Marks) 

a) Write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper on reckless driving in Bangalore Street. 

b) Write a letter of congratulation to your cousin on getting a Bravery Award. 
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IV. Write a précis of the following passage in about one third its length giving a suitable title  

   (10 Marks) 

The environment movement is child of the sixties.   Where other manifestation of that 

decade of protect-pacifism, the counter-culture and the civil rights struggle have either lost out 

or lost their way, the green wave shows no sign of abating.  The environmental movement has 

refused to go away and some would say, refused to grow up, retaining the vigor, intensity, 

impatience and intolerance of an ever youthful social movement.  Alone among the movement 

of the sixties, it has gained steadily in power prestige and, what is perhaps most important, 

public appeal. 
 

Environmentalism is by now a genuinely international movement, occurring with lesser 

or greater intensity in a variety of countries around the globe.  As a program of political reform 

articulating concrete polices for states and societies to adopt, environmentalism needs to be 

distinguished from a more aesthetic or scientific appreciation of the natural world.    Classical 

literary traditions express an abiding concern with natural landscapes: in writing of the beauty of 

birds, animals, rivers and farms, the Roman poet Virgil (C.Ad 375-415) and the Sanskrit dramatist 

kalidasa (c.AD 375-415) would qualify as “nature-lovers”.  The exploration by European travelers 

of Asia and the Americas also kindled a keen interest in the richness and diversity of nature.  The 

exuberance of plant and animal life in the tropics as documented by the Englishman Charles 

Darwin (1809-92) is perhaps the best known and most influential. 
 

However environmentalism goes beyond the literary appreciation of landscapes and the 

scientific analysis of species.  I argue that environmentalism must be viewed as social program, a 

charter of reaction, which seeks to protect lovable habitats, protest against their degradation, 

and prescribe less destructive technologies and lifestyles.  When then did the environmental 

movement begin? Most accounts of the American movement say the date began with Rachel 

Carson’s book on pesticide pollution, Silent Spring, published in 1962 and variously described as 

the ‘bible’ and ‘foundation of the modern environmentalism’. 
 

V. Find the mistakes in the following sentences and correct them :   (10 Marks) 

a) We had better to check the schedule 

b) The scenery of Kashmir are enchanting 

c) What kind of a camera is that? 

d) Mrs. Verma is an awful good worker 

e) Vivek and Ramesh are my family members 

f) The winter is cold; for this I like to be in bed 

g) I didn’t reply his letter yet. 

h) I am usually going to bed at ten. 

i) Shall we travel by a taxi or in bus? 

j) He told that he wouldn’t attend to the meeting. 
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VI. Fill in the blanks in the given passage with suitable prepositions   (10 Marks) 

……………………………………… recent years, drug taking ……………………….. young people has become a 

habit, which seems fast spreading.  To check this grim epidemic ………………………….. the 

responsibility ……………………… every citizen.  The causes …………………………….the disease are not 

easy to identify.   Certainly ………………………………. a some what deeper level the habit might have 

started as a protest ………………………… authority. 

VII. Fill in the blanks in the given passage with suitable articles :    (10 Marks) 

 

All of us will remember …………… teacher we consider great.  What are ………………………….. 

attributes that  go into …………………. Making of …………………… great teacher? ………………………….. 

good teacher considers money as ………………….. secondary benefit and counts his / her success 

by ………………………….. success of his / her students.  He / She understands……………………….. needs 

of  ………………………. Students and acts accordingly. 

 

VIII. Fill in the blanks using appropriate words from the list given below:   (5 Marks) 

(triumph, adapt, defections, trump, adopt, deflections, adept) 

 

The ………………….. card of Indian battle is Sachin  Tendulkar, His intelligence enables him to  

……………………… his technical excellence to any tactic.   He is equally ………………………………...at 

hitting over extra cover in one-day matches and at stick leg side ………………………………… in Test 

Matches. 

 

IX. Differentiate between the usage and meaning of the words    (10 Marks) 

 

a) Complementary / Complimentary 

b) Rein / reign 

c) Raisin / resin 

d) Loath / Loathe 

e) Litter / liter. 

 

 


